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Every so often | encounter
skepticism from parents of
children or teens whose
enthusiasm for art and
design far surpasses theirs.
Naturally, it is out of con-
cern for thei
success and well being
that they aim to direct
their children to more
conventional or main-
stream areas of studies
such as business, sci-
ences, law or economics,
which offer more stable

opportunities  for future
career choices. Their
concern is understand-

able since our society
always paints a rather
desperate and dark fig-

ure of the archetypal
starving artist struggling to
get by. Parents worry that
besides the Ilimited
choices of artist, educa-
tor, administrator, curator,
designer or architect,
what else is out there for
creative souls that need
to make a living and earn

an income. My answer to
them is that an art edu-
cation cultivates creative

thinkers and that the
choices are unlimited. Art
lessons help foster a crea-
tive mind, one that looks
at old ideas and ways of
doing things with a fresh
perspective, a keen eye
for observation in the
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broadest sense of the
word. They encourage
students to take chances
and experiment with new
ideas and applications
for old methods, in a
word to
tive thinker with an inven-

tive mind is an asset to
any industry or profession
including business, sci-
ences, law or economics.

Just recently, a group of

t uenzgme which is
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Cultivating Creative Thinkers

enzyme in three weeks.
Through the use of rec-
reational video game
design, they figured out
the protein structure of
a monomeric protease
the
ocutting agento
complex molecular tai-
loring of retroviruses.
The understanding of
this structure is an enor-
mously important step
towards discovering the
causes of many dis-
eases related to this en-
zyme. The video game
called Foldit finds its ori-
gins in the folding art of

0 i n v e rOtigami. TheA froatiereod -

change and evolution is
always lead by creative
thinkers in every field of
study. Sometimes inno-
vative solutions can be
found in the least likely

online video gamers places, and they often
have achieved a feat begin with litle more
beyond the realm of than a doodle on a

Dungeons and Dragons
They have deciphered
the structure of an en-
zyme of an AIDS -like virus
that has thwarted scien-
tists for a decade. The
gamers used a simple fun
-for-purpose  designed
video game called  Foldit
to basically unfold a
chain of amino acids,
and then produced an
accurate model of the

piece of paper or in this
case the right fold.

Danica Loncar is the
director and owner of
Art works Art School. For
information on Art Works
Art School, please Vvisit
www.artworksartschool.
com or call 416 -766-
0662.
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New Art in Baby Point BIA

Visit the New Art
in Baby Point BIA
by Muralist Wal-
ter Ruston. These
three murals rep-

resent the history
and culture of

the Baby Point
Gates area.

Art Works
238 Jane Street

Little Learners
268 Jane,
north of Art Works

Ledgley
Law
located at
724
Annette
Street
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Feature Teacher:

For a long time | have been
fascinated by people who
"recycle to the extreme"

using found, collected, recy-
cled and broken items in art
forms that express what

really matters to them.

Artists who are inspired to
build big sculptures, monu-
ments and homes out of
reclaimed materials abso-
lutely intrigue me, inspire

me, and deeply move me to

do the same. | am drawn to
these, often, self taught
Outsider or Visionary Atrtists
and their very creative

eclectic environments. For
years on TV shows like

Weird Homes and Driven

by Vision, | saw fantastic
things being built by such
artists. | loved what they

were creating and | never
would have guessed that

one day | would go and

meet these people in per-

son. This past year | had

the fantastic pleasure of
traveling to visit a number

of these artists and learn hands-
on how and why they do what
they do. It is a pure joy to walk
amongst their vast works, collec-
tions and treasures. | wandered
around, lost in awe and delight,
with a perma smile and a lot of
"Wows " coming from me.

Bronwen Parker

Seeing it all in person, walking

amongst their works and collections,
hearing their stories was an incredible
experience that | love sharing with my
students through photos and stories
and projects in my Kinder Kids classes.

( Saturday and Sunday from
10:30-12:30)
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Those trips inspired me to
try something different this
summer d transforming a
drab neglected uninviting
place outback of Art Works
into a colourful welcoming
creative space full of eye
catching murals, mosaics,
and sculptures using recy-
cled and donated materials
and a lot of cement. This is a
place that, in future, will lend
itself to a number of creative
outdoor art activities. It is a
work in progress that | hope
will be added to by many
people for years to come. |
have a deep, deep love of
trees, birds, organic archi-
tecture, water, sunlight, col-
oured glass and decorating
things. This garden reflects
a celebration of that and of
the creative energy that
went into it left there by the
groups of people coming
together to help decorate it
with their own personal
style. Thank you to all who
helped me outback this sum-
mer. Danica, thank you for giving me
freedom to create whatever | wanted
out there. It was so much fun! | am
looking forward to starting up again

Qutsider and Folk Art Environments and Mosaics

Here are some Awesome People and Paces to Google if you are interested in Outsider and Folk Art envi-

ronments and Mosaics:
Philadelphia's Magic Gardens,

www.phillymagicgardens.org

Jackie Stack Lagakos , Narrow Larry's World of the Outstanding , TX( Folk Art Tours), The Orange Show ,TX,

The Beer Can House , TX, Art Car Parade, Houston, Mr. Imagination, Gregory Warmack, Atlanta.

American Visionary Art Museum, Baltimore

We now have a

We have a twitter

Facebook
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next spring as soon
enough....
Isaiah Zagar, Luna Parc , Ricky Boscarino,
Georgia,
ked us at Art Works Art

uso6 by joining
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